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Summary of Proposal 

With guidance from the SCCE (science career and coop education) office, assistance from the 

MSS (McMaster Science Society), and the VP External specifically, I aim to host 

representatives from various organisations within the greater Hamilton community which can 

provide external learning opportunities for undergraduate science students. These 

representatives will come from within Hamilton Health Sciences, area environmental 

organizations and various research institutes to name a few potential sources, and will come 

together with students in an event that will be both informative and a networking opportunity.   

 

This annual symposium will take place at the end of September and will be structured as an 

open-floor style event so as to encourage student-representative interaction.  It will serve as an 

information session about the external projects, initiatives and positions that are potentially 

available for science students as well as a chance for students to meet with potential 

supervisors, employers or volunteer coordinators.  There will be introductory speakers 

followed by the mingling of students and representatives at their respective tables.  

Representatives will discuss what their organizing body does, how it is relevant to a particular 

area of science and potentially how students can get involved. There will be representatives 

from various different organizations to cater to the interests of as many students from the 

various programs in our faculty as possible.  

 

The primary goal for the event is to reveal the multitude of experiential learning opportunities 

that are possibly available for interested science students in the greater Hamilton community 

and outside of the classroom. Science should not be confined to lectures, exams and 

predetermined lab experiments, and this event will allow students to explore the possibility of 

expanding their education beyond these basic elements. Students themselves are the best 

vector for information on campus, and attending students will help to spread the knowledge 

gleaned from this initiative to all undergraduate science students. 

Project Implementation Plan 

This annual event will first come to fruition in September 2014.  The exact date is yet to be 

determined as it will be subject to the availability of representatives, however the expectation 

is that it will fall before the arrival of midterms which might cut down on student attendance.  

I will be organizing this event in conjunction with the incoming VP external of the MSS, and 

will book the facility, contact potential representatives, and coordinate the advertisement of 
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this event over the course of the summer with the goal of having everything in place by 

September. 

 

The event itself will be in the neighbourhood of 3 hours, however I aim to establish this as an 

annual occurrence by forming a student planning committee next year that will oversee the 

event in its second year onwards. This committee will continuously bring new students on 

over the years in order to ensure that the project continues after my remaining two years of 

undergraduate study are completed. Additionally, I am working with the VP external of the 

MSS and will seek to integrate this event into their budget so as to eventually alleviate the 

need for external funding. Along with this, alternative grants and funds will be investigated in 

order to supplement this initiative in the future.  

 

The after effects of this event could go as far as influencing the interests and ambitions of 

attending students based on exposures to different real world applications of science.  The 

impressions gained from attending could potentially steer students on different academic and 

career paths which they are most interested in. There will be no maintenance costs associated 

with this event as it is not a physical construct, however the costs will have to be revisited each 

year as it continues to grow in scale. 

Expected Impact of Proposal (Include number of students impacted)  

With the funds procured from this application, two editions of the annual event will be funded. 

I have estimated for an average attendance of 125 students and 12 representatives in the first 

two years, with the expectation that attendance will trend upwards as the event becomes more 

established. The goal will be to expand for more speakers, representatives and students each 

year in hopes that as many undergraduate science students are reached as possible. In addition 

to attending students, those serving on the committee that will be founded to facilitate the 

project, those who interact with attending students, and those who see the advertisements 

around campus or take a general information pamphlet will also be impacted.  

 

Beyond the sheer number of students, the possible benefits for those that do attend or hear 

about the event are numerous.  One cannot say that every attending student will stumble upon 

an arrangement which inspires them to go into a particular field and provides them with 

employment prospects and other opportunities for years to come, however it can certainly be 

hoped.  As previously stated, the value and impact of this event upon undergraduate science 

students is twofold; the information about opportunities to take their learning beyond the 

lecture hall, and the networking that presents itself when students are in the same room with 

representatives from such a variety of disciplines. Together, it is my belief that these intangible 

impacts can culminate in positive benefits for students in very tangible ways. 

Budget Justification 

The quotes on the expected costs were obtained with the assumption that funds will change 

hands internally within the university and that a student group such as the MSS can take 

advantage of the discounts available. These figures are with taxes and any other associated 

fees included. Gift quotes are from the McMaster University Campus Store and printing 

quotes are from the MSU Underground. Items such as refreshments, gifts for attendees and 

information pamphlets will contribute to the professionalism and general perception of the 

symposium. The facility and advertising costs are crucial to bear as they will influence and 

accommodate the attendance of the event, something that is imperative for its success. 



 

Project Budget (please attach a separate spreadsheet if additional room is required) 

Required Resources Description Funds Required Funds Requested 

from the ASF 

Facility to host the 

event 

CIBC Hall in MUSC $1130 $1130 

Gift for attending 

students 

Bound McMaster notepads with 

pens to write down names, details 

about organizations, contact 

information etc. 

$1998.50 $1998.50 

Thank you gift for 

attending 

representatives and 

speakers 

McMaster gift bag with wrapping 

tissue and ribbon; McMaster pen 

and business card holder 

$718.56 $718.56 

Pamphlets General information including 

background on attending 

representatives and speakers 

$254.30 $254.30 

Posters For advertising around campus $191.54 $191.54 

Advertisement in the 

Silhouette  

To spread awareness about the event $1301.76 $1301.76 

Refreshments Coffee, tea and snacks provided by 

Paradise Catering 

$836.00 $636.00 

($200 from the 

SCCE office) 

                      

Total: 

$6030.66 $6230.66 

 

 

*Signatures were acquired for the application for feedback (which is why they are scanned here). If new 

signatures are required I can get them as soon as needed. 


